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of Safe Building, and the Best Modern Practice in Fireproof and Fire-Resisting Fire was for centuries looked upon as an inevitable accompaniment to
civilization, a sort of necessary evil, but only to be reckoned with after it had gotten started. Vast sums of money were expended in fire-department
equipment, and the members of those departments were expert indeed in casting literally oceans of water upon the flames, often doing more
damage by water than was done by the fire. This was called Fire Protection. But fire losses in life and property went merrily along, increasing at an
appallingly greater ratio than did our population or wealth, until it was finally recognized that they constituted an absolutely unbearable tax upon
the communities, though the individual received some imaginary solace by being indemnified for his property-loss by Insurance. The Press, the
greatest reform power on earth, did splendid work in awakening the Nation to its terribly fire-ridden condition, and when once well started Fire
Prevention went along with a vim. The result is that a large majority of the cities and towns in the Union have revised their Building Codes during the
past few years; Fire Prevention societies have been organized; fire departments have given attention to intelligent prevention as well as to extinction;
individuals have become more careful (subconsciously, probably) in avoiding connecting matches and lighted cigarettes with waste-paper baskets;
manufacturers, realizing that in safety was the best profit, have built and installed automatic sprinkling devices. In fact, a veritable wave of
prevention is now sweeping over the entire country....
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