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***** The six-week-old infant boy, with blue sparkling eyes and blonde hair, does not make eye contact with his mother who is trying to nurse him.
The five-month-old infant girl from Guatemala with happy brown eyes smiles easily, but cannot hear the voice of her mother. The six-year-old boy
with dark skin and gorgeous black curls hides behind a large fake plant, rather than joining his family at the table for Christmas dinner. The
Hispanic boy s joyful smile at his mother turns into a smoldering stare, holding the darkness within him. The seven-year-old girl with beautiful blue
eyes and blonde hair does not love her mother, and tells her so every chance she gets. She tells her in American Sign Language. Are these snapshots
of five troubled families? No, these are the children of my family. My name is Linda Petersen. My husband Raymond and | have five children with five
different disabilities. Our first son Francis was born blind, and we later found that | carried the same gene that had left my brother blind, deaf and
multiply disabled. So we adopted our second child, Dinora. Declared healthy, she turned out to be malnourished and deaf and suffering from
attention deficit, post traumatic stress and anxiety disorders. Still we coped. | worked part time and drove my pair to numerous medical and school
appointments, while Raymond pitched in admirably on housework and cooking. But when Francis and Dinora became teenagers and my schedule
eased, | ached to do more. Raising children was great fun and | had the time, emotions and ability to give. Raymond adored children, so our only
dilemma was how to add to our...
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Oneday, third-grade teacher Kyle Schwartz asked her students to fill-in-the-blank in this sentence:...
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