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aggregating vast sums, much unnecessary work, confusion in the accounts of the Government and the carriers, and a most unbusinesslike
procedure. Such overpayments are, of course, being worked out in the audit of the disbursing officers accounts and charged back or otherwise
recovered for the Government. The conclusion announced by the Acting Attorney General in the present matter is that the Employees Compensation
Commission has the power by virtue of the act under which it was created to construe the terms of said act, and that any construction so rendered
is final and beyond interference by other governmental officials. If it is to be understood from this expression that in the opinion of the Acting
Attorney General it is no concern of the General Accounting Office whether payments from public funds are made on unauthorized and unlawful
awards of the commission the assumption suggested above is warranted, the conclusion of the opinion is incorrect, and, should it be understood by
the commission and its disbursing officer as authority for disregarding the decision of this office, may result in large unauthorized expenditures of
public funds on unlawful awards, recovery of which sums may prove most difficult, if not impossible. The possible damaging effect of the opinion in
this respect is such that...
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