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**xxxx Excerpt from Government Reclamation Work in Foreign Countries: Compiled From Consular Reports and Official Documents On the 8th of
March, 1907, a department circular, embodying a series of questions with respect to the nature and extent of the participation of foreign
governments in the reclamation of land by means of irrigation, drainage, and unwatering, was addressed by the Department of State to consular
officers abroad. The questions were as follows: (1) What aid Is extended by the Government to districts, municipalities, or private persons in the
planning and execution of reclamation, drainage and irrigation works? (2) Are works in any of these classes executed by the Government, or does
the Government aid in their construction by making the necessary investigations and plans or by the contribution of funds, by extending its credit,
or by subsidy? (3) Does the Government, when it contributes to such work, recover its outlay? If so, what provisions are made for reimbursement?
(4) Is there any general law defining the aid which the Government may extend to provinces, to municipalities, to corporations, or to private parties
for the execution of works which are to be of more than local benefit; and if so, to what class of work does the same apply? What are the provisions
of the law? If convenient, furnish the full text of the law, translated when necessary. If the Government contributes to the cost of such works and the
funds thus advanced are to be repaid, what is the rate of interest charged? (5) To what extent do the districts or corporations or private Interests
participate in planning and in directing the execution of the works? (6) What branch...
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