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the Constitution of the United States | abominate the brutalizing, man-destroying monster. To free my country from the curse of negro slavery |
would gladly contribute the half of all the worlds goods | possess: nay more - | feel that if the responsibility was cast upon me, - to ensure such a
result, | would sacrifice All that | possess. - | would trust an infant-orphaned family to the protection of Divine Providence, and relying in His
goodness, now in the decline of life, go forth homeless and penniless into a world which nearly sixty years experience has taught me to know full
well. All this | feel that | could do. But yet to accomplish such a result | would not consent to sacrifice the union of these states. At this price even the
boon of negro freedom would be purchased at too dear a rate. Faulty and imperfect as our national institutions may be, let them be overwhelmed
or destroyed, and the cause of Universal Freedom will be thrown back for centuries of years. The bare thought of a dissolution of this Union, should
never be permitted to rest in an American mind. It should be held a treasonable act to give it place there. Its momentary presence will work
pollution. In the language of the immortal Washington, in that memorable and touching farewell address to his countrymen, already alluded to, - As
this is the point of our political fortress, against which the batteries of internal and external enemies will be...
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